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PROPAGATING WEB TRANSACTION CONTEXT INTO 
COMMON OBJECT MODEL (COM) BUSINESS LOGIC COMPONENTS 

5 RELATED APPLICATIONS 

The present application is related to the following commonly owned U.S. Patent 
Applications: 

U.S. Patent Application entitled "USING INTERCEPTORS AND OUT-OF-BAND 
l o DATA TO MONITOR THE PERFORMANCE OF JAVA 2 ENTERPRISE EDITION 
(J2EE) APPLICATIONS," filed concurrently herewith under Attorney Docket No. 

10017134- 1; 

U.S. Patent Application entitled "USE OF THREAD-LOCAL STORAGE TO 
PROPAGATE APPLICATION CONTEXT IN JAVA 2 ENTERPRISE EDITION (J2EE) 
1 5 APPLICATIONS," filed concurrently herewith under Attorney Docket No. 2003 11221-1; 

U.S. Patent Application entitled "INSTRUMENTING JAVA CODE BY 
MODIFYING BYTECODES," filed concurrently herewith under Attorney Docket No. 

10017135- 1; and 

U.S. Patent Application entitled "SYNTHESIZING APPLICATION RESPONSE 
20 MEASUREMENT (ARM) INSTRUMENTATION," filed concurrently herewith under 
Attorney Docket No. 10017138-1. 



BACKGROUND 

25 Field of Invention 

The present invention relates generally to application performance monitoring and, 
more particularly, to using interceptors and out-of-band data to monitor the performance of 
Java 2 enterprise edition (J2EE) applications. 

Related Art 

30 Recent years have seen a rapid rise in the use of a variety of eBusiness applications. 

Many business transactions are now routinely performed by utilizing a variety of different 
applications executing on different platforms connected via computer networks. It is 
typically desirable to derive performance metrics associated with transactions executed by 
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such applications. For example, obtaining a response time experienced by a user of such an 
application, e.g., the duration between the start of a user's request and the receipt of the 
requested information by the user, can provide valuable information regarding the 
application's efficiency. Further, such performance metrics can be utilized to determine 
5 compliance with service level agreements, or to generate alerts when selected metrics exceed 
pre-defined thresholds. Moreover, it is desirable to isolate and remove bottlenecks that 
significantly degrade the performance of an application. 

In concert with the increased use of eBusiness applications, software architectures for 
developing them have become more efficient, albeit at the cost of increased architectural 
10 complexity. Such architectures typically rely on multiple, dynamically instantiated, and 
distributed software components to provide highly scalable eBusiness applications. The 
associated architectural complexity, however, can present significant challenges in 
developing methods and systems for monitoring transactions performed by the applications 

Some systems for performing transaction performance monitoring are known in the 
15 art. These systems typically suffer from a number of shortcomings that limit their usefulness. 
For example, some traditional systems rely on source-code modification for providing 
transaction monitoring. However, source code modification can be cumbersome and time 
consuming. Further, in some cases, access to an application's source code may not be 
available. 

20 Thus, there is a need for enhanced systems and methods for monitoring eBusiness 

transactions. More particularly, there is a need for such enhanced systems and methods that 
allow monitoring performance of transactions that originate from a computer system and can 
invoke software components in other computer systems. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

25 In one aspect of the present invention a method of instrumenting a COM object is 

disclosed. The COM object is invoked by a client for performing a selected business logic. 
The method comprises intercepting a request from the client for creating the COM object. A 
wrapper object corresponding to the requested COM object is then generated. The wrapper 
object implements a universal interface having a plurality of virtual functions each indexed 

30 by a number corresponding to an index number of a method associated with an interface of 
the requested COM object, and the client is provided with a reference pointer to the wrapper 
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COM object. Upon invocation of a method associated with an interface of the requested 
COM object by the client, a virtual function of the universal interface of the wrapper object, 
which is indexed by a number corresponding to an index number of the requested method, is 
invoked. The invoked virtual function references instructions for saving a start time marker, 
5 executing instructions corresponding to the requested method, and saving a stop time marker 
upon completion of execution of the instructions associated with the requested method. 

In another aspect of the invention, a system for monitoring a response time of a 
transaction performed by one or more COM objects executing on one or more platforms is 
disclosed. The monitoring system comprises a plurality of monitoring agents deployed on 
10 selected ones of the platforms. Each monitoring agent intercepts a request for creating at 
least on of the COM objects, and generates a wrapper object corresponding to the requested 
COM object. The wrapper object implements a universal interface having a plurality of 
virtual functions each indexed by a number corresponding to an index number of a method 
associated with an interface of the COM object. 

15 In a further aspect of the invention, a computer readable medium storing instructions 

for performing a method of instrumenting a COM object invoked by a client is disclosed. 
The method comprises intercepting a request from the client for creating the COM object, 
and generating a wrapper object corresponding to the requested COM object. The wrapper 
object implements a universal interface having a plurality of virtual functions each indexed 

20 by a number corresponding to an index number of a method associated with an interface of 
the requested COM object. The client is then provided with a reference pointer to the 
wrapper COM object. 



25 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIGURE 1 schematically depicts an exemplary distributed multi-tier Web application 
architecture in which transaction monitoring agents according to the teachings of the 
invention are incorporated. 

FIGURE 2 schematically depicts the use of an instrumentation engine according to 
30 one embodiment of the invention for modifying bytecode representation of selected methods 
of a class. 
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FIGURE 3 schematically depicts the use of another instrumentation engine according 
to another embodiment of the invention for modifying bytecode representation of selected 
methods of a class. 

FIGURE 4 illustrates a prototype of an exemplary hookClass method, which can 
5 provide a portion of the HookControl interface shown in FIGURES 2 and 3, according to one 
embodiment of the present invention. 

FIGURE 5 illustrates a prototype of a hookMethod method, which can provide a 
portion of the HookControl interface shown in FIGURES 2 and 3, according to one 
embodiment of the present invention. 

io FIGURES 6A-C contain a flowchart illustrating how classes and methods can be 

selected for instrumentation by the control object of FIGURES 2 and 3, according to one 
embodiment of the present invention. 

FIGURE 7 is a listing of an exemplary wrapper method that can be produced by the 
instrumentation tools of FIGURES 2 and 3. 

15 FIGURES 8A-C contains a flowchart illustrating how a method can be instrumented 

by the instrumentation tools of FIGURES 2 and 3, according to a simplified embodiment of 
the invention. 

FIGURE 9 illustrates prototypes of exemplary classLoadStart, defMethod and 
classLoadEnd methods that can be used the plug-in instrument objects of FIGURES 2 and 3, 
20 according to one embodiment of the present invention. 

FIGURE 10 illustrates prototypes of exemplary methodEntry, report Arg and 
methodExit methods that can be used the plug- in instrument objects of FIGURES 2 and 3, 
according to one embodiment of the present invention. 

FIGURE 1 1 illustrates prototypes of exemplary methodEntryOneArg and 
25 methodException methods that can be used the plug-in instrument objects of FIGURES 2 and 
3, according to one embodiment of the present invention. 

FIGURE 12 illustrates a prototype of an exemplary getHook method that can be used 
the plug-in instrument objects of FIGURES 2 and 3, according to one embodiment of the 
present invention. 
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FIGURES 13A-D contain a listing of an exemplary null plug-in instrument class, such 
as one that could be used with the ExecCallback interfaces of FIGURES 2 or 3, according to 
one embodiment of the present invention. 

FIGURE 14 schematically illustrates an ARM interface in communication with an 
5 application and management agents. 

FIGURE 15 schematically depicts the interaction of an instrumented class having 
hooks for communicating with an ARM agent for invoking ARM calls. 

FIGURE 16 schematically depicts an ARM agent in communication with a 
measurement server to transmitting records corresponding response time of transactions 
10 thereto. 

FIGURE 17 schematically depicts storing correlators corresponding to transactions in 
a hierarchical child-parent transaction chain in Java thread local storage stack. 

FIGURE 18 depicts exemplary correlators for parent-child transactions shown in 
FIGURE 17. 

15 FIGURE 19 depicts an exemplary record generated by an ARM agent for one of the 

transactions depicted in FIGURE 17. 

FIGURE 20 illustrates an exemplary multi-tier web application architecture having, 
among other elements, a browser and a web server on which monitoring agents according to 
the teachings of the invention are deployed. 

20 FIGURE 21 schematically illustrates a multi-tier web architecture in which a web 

server, upon the receipt of an HTTP request from a browser, generates an Active Server Page. 

FIGURE 22 schematically depicts an exemplary COM object implementing three 
interfaces. 

FIGURE 23 schematically depicts a wrapper COM object corresponding to the COM 
25 object of FIGURE 22. 

FIGURE 24 an exemplary method utilized by the wrapper COM object of FIGURE 
23 to call invoke ARM calls and to call the original method of the wrapped object. 

FIGURE 25 schematically depicts utilizing a hook to load a selected dynamic link 
library upon invocation of selected system functions by an object to be wrapped. 



-5- 



Hewlett-Packard Company Attorney Docket No. 10017133-1 

Express Mail Label: EV324846717US 

FIGURE 26 schematically depicts patching the code of a selected system function, 
namely, CoCreatelnstance by inserting a jump instruction therein. 

FIGURE 27 schematically depicts instructions in a function provided by the loaded 
dynamic link library of FIGURE 25 for generating a wrapper object. 

5 FIGURE 28 depicts a chain of COM objects in a parent-child hierarchical relation. 

FIGURE 29 schematically depicts passing correlators among COM objects operating 
on different platforms. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

10 The present invention generally provides methods and systems for end-to-end 

monitoring of transactions that originate from a computer system, for example, from a user's 
desktop computer, and can invoke one or more software components in other computer 
systems, such as, web, application, and database servers. Such transactions typically return 
data back to the originating computer. For example, the end-to-end transaction can relate to a 

15 database query initiated by a web browser, and processed by a number of software 

components running on various servers providing a chain of communication between the web 
browser and the database. More particularly, the invention installs transaction monitoring 
agents on one or more of these servers to monitor performance, for example, time required 
for execution, of selected methods of a plurality of software components that participate in 

20 processing the transactions. 

FIGURE 1 schematically depicts an exemplary distributed multi-tier Web application 
architecture 10 in which transaction monitoring agents according to the teachings of the 
invention are incorporated. The illustrated multi-tier architecture 10 employs a client 12 as 
an interface for receiving requests from a user. The client 12 can be, for example, a web 

25 browser, or alternatively a probe that periodically transmits requests to a web server 14 for 
testing operations of the system. Without any loss of generality, the client 12 is assumed to 
be a web browser in the following discussion. The web browser 12 can be running, for 
example, on a user's desktop, or alternatively, on a PDA or any other suitable platform. The 
web browser 12 transmits a user's request to a web server 14 that in turn can communicate 

30 with an application server 16 that hosts a number of software components, e.g., JSPs or 
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servlets. The exemplary application server 16 also hosts a transaction monitoring agent 18 
according to the teachings of the invention that can monitor performance of selected methods 
in software components invoked on the application server 16 in response to requests received 
from the web server 14, as discussed in more detail below. The term "transaction," as used 
5 herein, refers generally to a method or a function within a software component. 

A software component, e.g., a servlet, invoked on the application server 16 may 
require the services of another application server for performing business logic needed for 
servicing the request received from the user. In this exemplary embodiment, software 
components running on the application server 16 can communicate with other software 

10 components running on another application server 20. For example, in embodiments in 

which the application server 16 is a J2EE server, a servlet or a JPS running on the application 
server 16 can invoke an Enterprise Java Bean (EJB) software component hosted on the 
application server 20 for performing a desired business logic. For example, if the user is 
utilizing the web server for on-line shopping, the EJB may keep track of items in the user's 

15 shopping cart. 

Similar to the application server 16, the application server 20 also includes a 
monitoring agent 1 8 according to the teachings of the invention that can provide performance 
analysis of selected methods and/or functions associated with its software components. For 
example, the transaction monitoring agent 18 can determine the time spent by selected 
20 methods associated with these software components for processing a request. 

With continued reference to FIGURE 1 , a software component invoked on the 
application server 20 may need to communicate with a database server 22 for retrieving data 
from a database 24. In this example, the data retrieved from the database 24 can be 
transmitted via the application servers 20 and 16, and the web server 14 to the browser 12 for 
25 presentation to the user. 

Each of the transaction monitors 18 deployed on various servers participating in 
processing a transaction can then determine an end-to-end response time associated with 
selected methods of one or more software components invoked in response to the initiated 
transaction. Processing a transaction may result in creation of a chain of child-parent 
30 transactions in which a parent transaction can spawn a plurality of child transactions, each of 
which performs a selected task. The transaction monitoring agents of the invention can 
determine performance metrics, such as response time, associated with each child transaction, 
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and further correlate this performance metric related to a child transaction with its parent, as 
discussed below. 



J2EE Instrumentation 

5 As discussed above, a transaction monitoring system according to the teachings of the 

invention can include an instrumentation engine that can be utilized for instrumenting 
selected methods and/or functions associated with software components hosted, for example, 
on application servers employed in a multi-tier Web architecture. Java-based applications 
constitute one category of such software components whose selected methods can be 
10 instrumented by utilizing methods and systems, and more particularly transaction monitoring 
agents, provided by the invention, as discussed in more detail below. 

In particular, a system of invention can include a bytecode instrumentation engine that 
can be utilized to modify the bytecode associated with a Java application at any time prior to, 
or during, the loading and initialization of the bytecode by a Java virtual machine (JVM). 
15 More specifically, the bytecode instrumentation engine can include a tool, herein referred to 
as Bytecode Instrumentation Program (BIP), and another tool, herein referred to as Bytecode 
Instrumentation Controller (BIC), that can modify methods of classes associated with a Java 
application prior to being loaded by a JVM or as they are loaded by a JVM. 

The BIC tool can receive a byte array containing a Java class and can return a 
20 modified version of the byte array containing one or more methods in that class in which 
selected instrumentation code is inserted, as discussed below. The inserted code is herein 
referred to as an instrumentation hook and represents a bridge between an instrumented 
method and the instrumentation code. 

By way of example, FIGURE 2 schematically illustrates modification of an 
25 exemplary class C, and more specifically modification of one or more methods of class C, of 
a Java application by the BIC tool 26 of the invention as the class is being loaded by a JVM 
28 running on an application server, e.g., a J2EE application server. The application server 
can employ a class loader 30 that provides a class loader hook interface 32. The class loader 
hook 32 invokes the BIC tool 26 to determine whether any methods of the exemplary class C 
30 need to be instrumented. The BIC tool in turn determines whether any method(s) of class C 
is slated for bytecode modification by communicating with an interface 34, herein referred to 
as HookControl interface, that directs the bytecode modification process. More particularly, 
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the HookControl interface 34 allows a user to identify selected classes or interfaces, and 
selected methods associated with these classes, for instrumentation. 

In some embodiments, the HookControl interface 34 can be implemented by utilizing 
XML or other notation to allow dynamically identifying classes, and method associated with 
5 these classes, for instrumentation. 

The HookControl interface 34 can direct instrumentation of selected methods of 
software components, such as, servlets, JSP classes, EJB classes, and JDBC classes. For 
example, for JSP classes, the JspService method can be identified for instrumentation. As 
another example, the service method or the doFilter, doGet, and doPost methods of servlet 

io classes can be selected for instrumentation. For EJB classes, the HookControl interface 34 
can direct, for example, instrumentation of the container- generated EJB object class, which 
wraps the user written EJB. Further, within an EJB wrapper class, selected methods, for 
example, all methods other than selected utility methods, can be instrumented. As another 
example, for JDBC classes, methods, such as GetConnection, ExecuteQuery, or selected 

15 methods in Java.sql or JavaX.sql package, can be instrunmented. The above recited methods 
are only exemplary, and those having ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that methods 
other than those recited above can also be instrumented in accordance with the teachings of 
the invention. 

With continued reference to FIGURE 2, if the BIC tool 26 identifies, upon 
20 communication with the HookControl interface 34, one or more methods of class C for 
instrumentation, the BIC tool 26 operates on the bytecode representations of these methods, 
in a manner described below, to insert instrumentation code therein. In other words, for each 
method that is slated for instrumentation, the BIC tool 26 generates a wrapper method that 
contains instrumentation code for determining the response time of that method. A class 
25 containing wrapper methods corresponding to selected methods of class C is herein 
designated as class C\ 

A second interface, herein referred to as ExecCallback interface 36, controls 
processing of the instrumentation code in the wrapper methods during their execution. More 
particularly, the ExecCallback interface defines a callback object that receives calls from the 
30 instrumentation code at selected points, e.g., the instrumentation points, during the execution 
of a wrapper method. 
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Hence, the BIC tool 26 generates wrapper methods "on-the-fly", that is, as the 
bytcode representations of these methods are about to be loaded onto a JVM. In other 
words, the BIC tool instruments selected methods of Java classes without modifying their 
respective source codes and while the classes are being loaded for execution. 

5 With reference to FIGURE 3, a BIP tool 38 in an instrumentation engine of the 

invention that generates modified class files before execution. For example, the BIP tool 38 
can operate on a class file 40 corresponding to class C to insert instrumentation code in 
selected methods of class C in order to generate an wrapper class C\ The inserted 
instrumentation code associated with one or methods of the wrapper class C can invoke the 

10 ExecCallback interface 36 in a manner similar to that described above in connection with the 
BIC tool 26. Similar to the BIC tool 26, the BIP tool 38 also communicates with the 
HookControl interface 34 to identify classes, and selected methods within those classes, for 
instrumentation. During execution, the JVM simply loads the modified classes. If a class 
loader hook is available, it may be more advantageous to utilize the BIC tool rather than the 

15 BIP tool. 



Instrumentation Engine (bvtecode instrumentation) 

The BIC 26 and BIP 38 instrumentation tools are described herein with reference to 
Java programs, but these tools are also useful with any language whose compiler produces 

20 bytecodes. As previously mentioned, these tools read, modify and write modified classes for 
the purpose of installing hooks in selected methods. The BIP tool 38 writes the modified 
classes to a new class file or class archive (collectively hereinafter referred to as a class file), 
whereas the BIP tool 26 writes the new class file to memory. These hooks enable additional 
behaviors to be included when the classes are executed, without modifying source code of the 

25 classes. The execCallback interface 36 enables various types of monitoring tools (hereinafter 
"plug-in instruments") to be plugged into the interface and receive information when the 
classes are executed. FIGURE 3 shows two exemplary plug-in instruments 27A and 27B, 
although more or fewer instruments can be used. For simplicity, most examples will be 
explained with reference to exemplary plug-in instrument 27A. Also for simplicity, most 

30 examples will be explained with reference to the BIP instrumentation tool 38, although most 
of these explanations also apply to the BIC instrumentation tool 26. 
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The HookControl interface 34 enables the BIP instrumentation tool 38 to send 
information about the classes and their methods to a control object 29 (sometimes also 
referred to as a "HookControl object"). The control object 29 can select which classes and 
methods are to be instrumented and what kinds of information is to be passed to thep lug-in 

5 instrument 27 A when the instrumented methods are called. The control object 29 can identify 
the selected methods and kinds of information to the BIP instrumentation tool 38 via the 
HookControl interface 34. Alternatively, a pattern file 31 can be used to create the control 
object 29 that can select which methods are to be instrumented and kinds of information that 
is to be passed to the plug-in instrument 27A. The pattern file 31 can contain descriptors of 

10 classes and/or method that are to be included and/or excluded from instrumentation. The 

syntax of the pattern file can include, for example, regular expressions, wildcard characters or 
any other syntax that can be used to identify individual classes or methods or groups thereof, 
as is well known in the art. 

Two kinds of execution-time events can be monitored. The first kind is referred to as 
15 "class load" events. After a class is loaded, but before execution begins, the plug-in 

instrument 27A can be made aware of methods that are defined by the classes. The second 
kind of execution-time event is referred to as "method call" events. During execution of a 
class, the plug-in instrument 27A can be notified of calls to the methods. In particular, the 
instrument 27 A can be notified of each instrumented method's entry, exit and exceptions that 
20 occurred during execution of the method, as well as (optionally) arguments passed to the 
method. The instrument 27A can control whether it will be notified of arguments passed to 
the method or the method's exit. The plug-in instrument 27A implements the execCallback 
interface 36 to receive this information and exercise this control. 

Advantageously, different plug-in instruments can be used at different times without 
25 re-instrumenting the classes. In other words, during subsequent executions of the class, a 
different set of instruments 27A-B can be used. Class/method instrumentation (i.e. inserting 
hooks) is, therefore, decoupled from the behavior of the plugged-in instruments (i.e. 
execution-time behaviors). The instruments 27A-B can perform various functions or exhibit 
various behaviors, such as collecting data and monitoring performance of the instrumented 
30 methods and classes, debuging code, providing security or anything that requires information 
about method calls in the instrumented classes. In addition, the classes can be executed with a 
"null instrument", which simply returns. In addition, each instrumented class can be bound to 
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a different implementation of the execCallback interface 36, i.e. to a different plug-in 
instrument 27A-B. 

An instrumented class notifies an object, such as the plug-in instrument 27A, of 
events occurring in the instrumented class by calling methods in the plug-in instrument. 

5 These events can include class loads, method definitions, method calls, method exits, 
exceptions and argument passing. These called methods can include classLoadStart, 
defMethod, methodEntry, methodExit, methodException and reportArg. These methods are 
defined by the execCallback interface 36, and the plug-in instrument 27 A implements this 
interface. The instrumentation tool 38 inserts instrumentation code into the instrumented class 

io to call these methods, but before these methods can be called, an appropriate plug-in 
instrument object must exist. 

The instrumentation tool 38 inserts instrumentation code into the instrumented class 
to load an appropriate plug-in instrument object when the instrumented class is initialized. To 
ensure an instrument object that implements the execCallback interface 36 is loaded before 

15 any methods in the instrumented class are called, the instrumentation tool 38 modifies the 
class initialization method <clinit> of the instrumented class to load the instrumentation 
object at class initialization time. If the instrumented class does not include a <clinit> 
method, instrumentation tool 38 inserts one that includes a return. The <clinit> method calls a 
static method "getHook" (or a method that calls getHook), which either creates the plug-in 

20 instrument object or uses a factory object to create the plug-in instrument object. [What is the 
difference between the getHook method and the $BIP$installHook method???] If the 
instrumented class does not include a <clinit> method, and the instrumented class implements 
the Serializable interface, another mechanism is used to load the plug-in instrument object, as 
described below. 

25 In addition to method calls, the instrumentation tool 38 also stores constants, such as 

literal strings, in the instrumented class. For example, these constants can be stored in the 
constants pool of the instrumented class. These literal strings can be passed as parameters to 
the methods that create the plug-in instrument objects and the methods, such as methodEntry, 
defined by the instruments. For example, getHook can use one of these literal strings as a 

30 name of a class to load in order to create or locate an appropriate plug-in instrument object. If 
the getHook method cannot locate the named class, it can create a "null" plug-in instrument 
object, in which all the methods consist of returns. 
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The following six sections describe: (1) selecting classes and methods to instrument, 
(2) hook insertion, (3) the execCallback interface to instruments, (4) events occurring at 
class-load time, (5) events occurring at method call time and (6) alternative and optional 
embodiments. 

5 Selecting Classes and Methods for Instrumentation 

The HookControl interface 34 between the BIP instrumentation tool 38 and the 
control object 29 enables the control object to control which classes and methods are 
instrumented. During execution of the BIP instrumentation tool 38, the tool loads an external 
control class and instantiates a control object 29 from this class. The external control class 

10 can be specified, for example, with a command line parameter to the instrumentation tool 38. 
If no external control class is specified, a default control class, which instruments all static 
and instance methods, is preferably used. The HookControl interface 34 defines several 
methods,including hookClass and hookMethod, by which the instrumentation tool 38 
communicates with the control object 29. The control object 29 implements the hookClass 33 

15 and hookMethod 35 methods, as well as other methods described below. During some 

interactions, the hookClass 33 and hookMethod 35 methods and the instrumentation tool 38 
pass a hookClass object 37 between them. 

For each class the instrumentation tool 38 finds in the class file 40, the 
instrumentation tool collects context information, such as information about all superclasses 
20 and superinterfaces of the found class. This may require reading additional class files. The 
instrumentation tool 38 sends this class context information to the hookClass method 33, 
which returns an indication of whether the class is to be instrumented. 

FIGURE 4 illustrates a prototype 400 of the hookClass method 33. The "classname" 
parameter 402 of the hookClass method 33 contains the name of the found class. The 
25 "methods" parameter 404 is an array of names of methods found in the class. Preferably, the 
instrumentation tool 38 identifies static and instance methods in the "methods" parameter 
404. The instrumentation tool 38 could be easily modified to also identify other methods, 
such as constructors, for instrumentation, if desired. 

The "superclasses" parameter 406 is an array of names of classes that are superclasses 
30 of the found class. The "superinterfaces" parameter 408 is an array of names of interfaces that 
are superinterfaces of the found class. If the instrumentation tool 38 succeeds in collecting 
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context information about all the superclasses and superinterfaces of the found class, 
superclasses[0] contains the name of the immediate superclass and superclasses[last] contains 
"java.lang.Object". On the other hand, if the instrumentation tool 38 cannot ascertain all the 
superclass and sup erinter face information, the "superclasses" array contains one element, i.e. 
5 the immediate super class, and the "superinterfaces" array contains only direct interfaces. 

The "getHookArg" parameter 410 is passed as an empty StringBuffer to the 
hookClass method 33. The hookClass method 33 can return a value in the "getHookArg" 
parameter 410. For example, the hookClass method 33 can use an "append" method to 
modify this StringBuffer. If the hookClass method 33 returns a non-null value in 

10 "getHookArg", this value will be stored in the constants pool of the instrumented class. In 
addition, bytecodes will be inserted in the instrumented class to cause the instrumented class 
to pass this value as a string literal argument to a getHook method (described below) during 
class initialization. In particular, this value will be bound to a "classKind" parameter of the 
getHook method. This value could, for example, be used to identify the particular control 

15 object 29 that made the class/method instrumentation decisions. This value can also be made 
available to the plug-in instrument 27A via the execCallback interface 36, as described in 
more detail below . 

If the found class is not to be instrumented, the hookClass method 33 returns null, and 
the instrumentation tool 38 ignores the methods of the found class and proceeds to the next 
20 found class. On the other hand, if the found class is to be instrumented, the hookClass method 
33 instantiates a non-null hookClass object 37 and returns this object to the instrumentation 
tool 38. The design of this object is left to the designer of the control object 29. This object is 
passed to the hookMethod method 35, so it can be used to communicate information from the 
hookClass method 33 to the hoodMethod method 35. 

25 For each method the instrumentation tool 38 finds in a class that is to be instrumented, 

the instrumentation tool collects context information, such as the name of the class, the name 
of the method and the superinterfaces. The instrumentation tool 38 sends this context 
information to the hookMethod method 35, which returns an indication of whether the 
method is to be instrumented and, if so, whether argument reporting is to be performed. 

30 FIGURE 5 illustrates a prototype 500 of the hookMethod method 35. The 

"classcontext" parameter 502 of the hookMethod method 35 contains a reference to the 
hookClass object 37 returned by the hookClass method 33. The control object 29 can use the 
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hookClass object in any way that is useful. The "classname" parameter 504 contains the 
name of the found class. The "methodname" parameter 506 contains the name of thefound 
method. The "superinterfaces" 508 parameter is an array of names of interfaces. The set of 
interfaces represented by this parameter is a subset of the interfaces represented by the 
5 "superinterfaces" parameter 458 to the hookClass method 33. In particular, the 

"superinterfaces" parameter 508 represents the interfaces that are implemented by the 
method. 

The "defMethodArg" parameter 510 is passed as an empty object to the hookMethod 
method 35. The hookMethod method 35 can create a string value and return it via the 
10 "defMethodArg" parameter 410. In addition, bytecodes will be inserted in the instrumented 
class to cause the instrumented class to pass this value as a string literal argument to a 
defMethod method (described below) during class initialization. In particular, this value will 
be bound to a "methodKind" parameter of the defMethod method. During class initialization, 
the defMethod method will be called once for each instrumented method in the class. 

is The hookMethod method 35 can return one of several values 520 to indicate whether 

the found method is to be instrumented or not and, if it is to be instrumented, whether 
argument reporting is to be performed. If the method is not to be instrumented, the 
hookMethod method 35 returns "DO_NOT_HOOK" 522. If the method is to be 
instrumented, but without argument reporting, the hookMethod method 35 returns 

20 "HOOK_NO_ARGS" 524. If the method is to be instrumented, and all arguments are to be 
reported, the hookMethod method 35 returns "HOOK_WITH_ARGS" 526. 

Optionally, the hookMethod method 35 can return other values. For example, if the 
method is to be instrumented, and only the first argument is to be reported, the hookMethod 
method 35 can return "HOOK_WITH_ARGl" 528. If the method is to be instrumented, and 

25 only the first and second arguments are to be reported, the hookMethod method 35 can return 
"HOOK_WITH_ARGl_2" 530. If the method is to be instrumented, and only the second 
argument is to be reported, the hookMethod method 35 can return "HOOK_WITH_ARG2" 
532. In other embodiments, other return values can be used to represent other combinations 
of arguments, depending on the flexibility and scope of argument reporting required. If the 

30 found method is to be instrumented, the value returned by the hookMethod method 35 is 
referred to as a "how" value, and a hook is inserted in the method, as described below. 
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Other methods of the HookControl interface 34 include getClientName, 
getClientVersion, passClassObject and setParams. For each class that was selected for 
instrumentation by the hookClass method, the instrumentation tool 38 calls the 
getClientName method. No parameters are passed to this method. The getClientName 

5 method can return a string that will be passed to the getHook method when the instrumented 
class is loaded. This string will be passed in a parameter named "clientName". Similarly, the 
getClientVersion method is called by the instrumentation tool 38 for each class that was 
selected for instrumentation by the hookClass method. No parameters are passed to the 
getClientVersion method. The getClientVersion method can return a string that will be 

10 passed to the getHook method when the instrumented class is loaded. This string will be 
passed in a parameter named "client Version". These values refer to a name and version 
number of a plug-in instrument that is to be used with this class. The getHook method will 
use these values, or a system property, to find or create an appropriate plug-in instrument, 
such as plug-in instrument 27A. In particular, clientName is used here as a property key 

15 whose value should be the name of a class that will be loaded and will implement the 

ExecCallback interface 36. If the getHook method cannot find or create an appropriate plug- 
in instrument, it will use a dummy, i.e. null, plug-in instrument that simply returns. 

For each class that was selected for instrumentation by the hookClass method, the 
instrumentation tool 38 calls the passClassObject method. No parameters are passed to this 
20 method. The passClassObject method returns a boolean value. If this value is true, at class 
load time the classLoadStart method will be passed a Class object as the classObj parameter, 
otherwise it will be passed null The Class object is a run- time type representation of the class 
created by the JVM. 

The instrumentation tool 38 calls the setParams method after the control object is 
25 created. The instrumentation tool 38 passes the value of 

System.getProperty("bip.hookcontrol.params") to the setParams method in a string parameter 
named "params". The control object can use this value or ignore it. The setParams method is 
void, so it does not return any value. 

FIGURES 6A-C contains a flowchart 600 illustrating how classes and methods can be 
30 selected for instrumentation, according to a simplified embodiment of the invention. At 602, 
a HookControl object, such as control object 29 (FIGURE 3), is created. At 604, a class file 
or archive is opened. At 606, information about the (first) class is gathered. As previously 
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mentioned, this might include opening additional class files to gather information about 
superclasses and superinterfaces. At 608, this class information is sent to the HookControl 
object, such as by calling the hookClass method. At 610, if the HookControl object indicates 
that this class should be instrumented, control passes to 612. Otherwise, control passes to 
5 614. 

At 612, the class information and information to be passed to the getHook method are 
stored in a temporary location. At 616, if the class is marked "DoNotHook" by the interface, 
control passes to 614. Otherwise, control passes to 618. Hook and instrumentation classes 
should generally not be instrumented, to avoid recursion problems. These classes are, 
10 therefore, generally marked "DoNotHook". 

At 614, if the class file/archive contains more classes, control passes to 620. 
Otherwise, control passes to offer-page connector "C" 622 in FIGURE 6C. At 620, 
consideration is advanced to the next class, and control passes to 606. 

At 618, if the class does not include a <clinit> method, control passes to 624, where 
15 bytecodes are inserted to create a <clinit> class initialization method containing a return. On 
the other hand, if the class already includes a <clinit> method, control passes to off-page 
reference "B" 628 and thence to 630 in FIGURE 6B. 

At 630, information about the (first) method is gathered. At 632, this information is 
sent to the HookControl object, such as by calling the hookMethod method. At 634, if the 

20 HookControl object indicates that this method should be instrumented, control passes to 
routine 636, which is described in more detail in FIGURES 8A-C. The routine 636 
instruments the method. After the routine 636 completes, or if the decision at 634 is negative, 
control passes to 638. At 638, if there are more methods in this class, control passes to 640. 
At 640, consideration advances to the next method of the class, and control passes to 630. On 

25 the other hand, at 638, if there are no more methods in this class, control passes to off-page 
reference "A" 642, i.e. to decision 614 in FIGURE 6A. 

Referring now to FIGURE 6C, at 644, bytecodes are inserted into the instrumented 
class to call the getHook method from the <clinit> method. At 646, bytecodes are inserted to 
store a reference to an "ExecCallback" object, such as a plug-in instrument object, returned 
30 by the getHook method. For example, this reference can be stored in a static field. 
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At 648, the modified class is marked as having been modified, such as by setting a 
custom attribute. This custom attribute can be, for example, a name-value pair, such as "BIP" 
plus a version number of the instrumentation tool 38. Marking the class as having been 
modified can prevent the instrumentation tool 38 from subsequently instrumenting this class 
5 again, for example if it is inadvertently subsequently processed by the instrumentation tool a 
second time. In addition, the instrumentation tool 38 or another tool can be used to ascertain 
if the class has been modified and, if so, which methods were instrumented. While modifying 
this class, the instrumentation tool 38 added constants to the constants pool. At 650, the 
constants pool of the class is marked as being complete with its new size. 

10 Hook Insertion 

The instrumentation tool 38 treats a class definition as an array of bytes that can be 
modified or extended. In general, the instrumentation tool 38 modifies a class by inserting 
constants into the class's constants pool, inserting bytecodes, inserting tables or other data 
structures and adding and modifying parameters, flags etc. in the class. In doing so, the 

15 instrumentation tool 38 operates somewhat like a code generator in a compiler. For example, 
when the instrumentation tool 38 inserts bytecodes to call a method, the instrumentation tool 
inserts appropriate bytecodes to load parameters, invoke the method, such as with an 
"invokeinterface" or "invokespecial" bytecode, and test or store the return value. In another 
example, the instrumentation tool 38 inserts a table, creates labels, calculates offsets and 

20 inserts bytecodes to trap exceptions and transfer control to an exception handler, as if a 
compiler were compiling a try-catch block. 

Unlike a compiler, the instrumentation tool 38 does not generate bytecodes, etc. in 
response to reading source code. Instead, the instrumentation tool 38 inserts bytecodes in 
response to an analysis of an existing class. For simplicity, the following description does not 
25 list every bytecode inserted. Instead, the description explains the functions of the inserted 
bytecodes. Common code generation techniques, such as those used by a compiler, can be 
used to select appropriate bytecodes, constants or tables to insert, local storage to allocate, 
etc. 

To insert a hook into a method, the instrumentation tool 38 renames the original 
30 method to $BIP$<originalName> and creates a new "wrapper" method having the original 
method's name and attributes. Thus, if a program attempts to call the original method, control 
instead passes to the wrapper method. FIGURE 7 is a listing of an exemplary wrapper 
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method 700. In the example of FIGURE 7, the original method's name was "buy", and the 
renamed method "$BIP$buy" appears at 701. 

As previously mentioned, the plug-in instrument 27A implements the execCallback 
interface 36 (FIGURE 3). The execCallback interface 36 includes several methods, including 

5 methodEntry, methodExit, methodException and reportArg. As will be described in more 
detail below, the wrapper method 700 calls the methodEntry method at 702 before calling the 
renamed original method at 704, and it calls the methodExit method at 706 after control 
returns from the renamed original method. If argument reporting was selected, the wrapper 
method 700 also calls the reportArg method at 708 and 710 for some or all of the arguments 

10 7 1 2 of the renamed original method. 

The wrapper method 700 includes a try-catch block 714 around the call to the 
renamed original method at 704. If an exception occurs during execution of the renamed 
original method at 704, the wrapper method 700 calls the methodException method at 716. A 
local variable named "tradeResult" 718 is used to store a value returned by the renamed 
15 original method at 720. This local variable is used to provide a return value of the wrapper 
method 700 at 722. The original method's access flag is set to "private" 724 to prevent it 
from being called directly, except by the wrapper method 700. 

To build the wrapper method 700, bytecodes are inserted to load arguments and call 
702 the methodEntry method and to store 726 a reference to a value returned by the 
20 methodEntry method in local storage 728. This return value is a reference to a "methodEntry" 
object, which essentially represents the invocation of the instrumented method. The 
methodEntry object is used in making decisions at 730 and 732 regarding calls to reportArg 
and methodExit, as described in more detail below. 

FIGURES 8 A-C contains a flowchart 800 illustrating how a method can be 
25 instrumented, according to a simplified embodiment of the invention. As previously 

described, the value returned by the hookMethod method 35 (FIGURE 3) is referred to as a 
"how" value that encodes whether argument reporting is to be performed for a method and, if 
so, which arguments are to be reported. At 804, the original method is renamed to 
$BIP$<originalName>. At 806, the original renamed method's access flag is set to "private". 
30 At 808, bytecodes are inserted to create a new wrapper method having the original method's 
name and attributes. At 810, bytecodes are inserted to call the methodEntry method and store 
a reference, in local storage, to a methodEntry object returned by the methodEntry method. 
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At 812, if arguments are to be reported, control passes to 814. Otherwise control 
passes to 818. At 814, bytecodes are inserted to test the return value from the methodEntry 
method. If the return value from the methodEntry method is null, the inserted bytecodes skip 
the next bytecodes. Thus, if the methodEntry method returns null, no arguments will be 
5 reported. At 816, a loop causes bytecodes to be inserted to call the reportArg method, i.e. the 
reportArg method will be called once for each argument that is to be reported. 

At 818, the bytecode offset is recorded to start an exception scope, i.e. the beginning 
of the try-catch block. At off-page connector "D" 820, control passes to 822 on FIGURE 8B. 
At 822, bytecodes are inserted to call the renamed original method. Of course, bytecodes are 
10 also inserted to pass the appropriate number of parameters, and of the appropriate types, to 
the renamed original method. At 824, if the original renamed method is void, i.e. no return 
value is expected, control passes to 828. Otherwise, at 826, bytecodes are inserted to store the 
return value from the original renamed method in local storage, and control passes to 828. 

At 828, the bytecode offset is recorded to end the exception scope begun at 818. At 
15 830, bytecodes are inserted to test the methodEntry object and, if it is null, to skip the next 
bytecodes. At 832, bytecodes are inserted to call the methodExit method. Note that if the 
methodEntry object is null, the methodExit method is not called. 

At 834, if the original renamed method is void, at 836, bytecodes are inserted to 
return. On the other hand, if the original renamed method is not void, at 838 bytecodes are 
20 inserted to load the saved return value, i.e. the value saved by the bytecodes inserted at 826, 
from local storage. At 840, bytecodes are inserted to return, based on the type, i.e. int, float, 
etc., of the return value of the original renamed method. Off-page connector "E" 842 passes 
control to 844 FIGURE 8C. 

At 844, structures to describe the try-catch block are created. At 846, bytecodes are 
25 inserted to save an exception object in local storage, i.e. the beginning of an exception 

handler is inserted. At 848, bytecodes are inserted to call the methodException method. At 
850, bytecodes are inserted to load the exception object. At 852, bytecodes are inserted to 
throw an exception. Thus, if an exception occurs while the original renamed method 
executes, the Java virtual machine (JVM) creates an exception object and calls the inserted 
30 exception handler. The inserted exception handler calls the methodException method, passing 
the exception object to the methodException method. When the methodException method 
returns, the inserted exception handler throws the exception. 
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At 854, the method's number of local variables, length, stack size, code attributes, 
exception table, etc. are set. At 856, a custom attribute is given to the wrapper method 
indicating that the method has been generated by BIP. 

As described above, bytecode modification and insertion are well within the 
5 knowledge of an ordinary practitioner, and will not, therefore, be described in more detail. 
More information can be had by referring to: "Supporting the Integration and Evolution of 
Components Through Binary Component Adaptation", 

http://www.cs.ucsb.edu/labs/oocsb/papers/bca.html; "BIT: Bytecode Instrumenting Tool", 
http://www.cs.colorado.edu/-hanlee/BIT/; "Byte Code Engineering Library", 
i o http://bcel.sourceforge.net/; "CFParse", ht1p://www.alphaworks.ibm.com/tech/cQ)arse; 'Tackage 
gnu.bytecode", http://sources.redhat.com/kawa/^ 

"Jikes Bytecode Toolkit", http://www.alphaworks.ibm or 'The Java Object 

Instrumentation Environment", http://www.cs.duke.edu/ari/joie/, all of which are hereby 
incorporated by reference. 

15 The execCallback Interface to Instruments 

Several methods of the execCallback interface 36 (FIGURE 3) have been described 
above. These and additional methods of the execCallback interface 36 will now be described 
in detail FIGURE 9 illustrates a prototype 900 of the "classLoadStart" method. This method 
is called by an instrumented class, i.e. by bytecodes inserted in the class's <clinit> method or 

20 by methods called therefrom, at the beginning of class initialization. The "classname" 

parameter 902 is the name of the instrumented class. The "classObj" parameter 904 is either 
null or a "Class object", depending on whether the passClassObject method returned true or 
false when the class was instrumented. The "methods" parameter 906 is a count of the 
methods that will cause calls to the defMethod method (described below), i.e. the number of 

25 instrumented methods in the class. The classLoadStart method returns a class reference 
object, which will be passed to other methods, such as defMethod, classLoadEnd, 
methodEntry, reportArg, methodException and methodExit. 

The classLoadStart method returns a reference to an object that represents the 
instrumented class. The design of this object is left to the designer of the plug-in instrument. 
30 This object will be passed to various methods, including defMethod, classLoadEnd, a 

methodEntry, reportArg, methodException and methodExit. This object can be used to store 
context information between calls to these methods or to instruct these methods. For 
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example, this object can indicate to these methods what data should be collected concerning 
execution of the instrumented method, how this data should be processed or used, where the 
data should be sent or stored, etc. The classLoadStart methpd marks the beginning of the 
class load events mentioned above. By this mechanism, after a class is loaded, but before 
5 execution begins, the plug-in instrument 27A can be made aware of classes that are defined, 
and the plug-in instrument can be made to act differently for different classes. 

FIGURE 9 illustrates a prototype 920 of the "defMethod" method. This method is 
called by an instrumented class at the beginning of class initialization, once for each 
instrumented method in the class. The "classref parameter 922 is a reference to the class 
10 reference object returned by the classLoadStart method, as described above. The instrument 
can use this to associate the instrumented method with the instrumented class that contains it. 
The "methodname" parameter 924 is the name of the method, on whose behalf the 
defMethod method is being called. The "methodkind" parameter 926 is the value of the 
defMethodArg parameter returned by the hoodMethod method, as described above. 

15 The defMethod method returns a reference to an object that represents the 

instrumented method. The design of this object is left to the designer of the plug-in 
instrument. This object will be passed to various methods, including methodEntry, report Arg, 
methodException and methodExit. This object can be used to store context information 
between calls to these methods or to instruct these methods. For example, this object can 

20 indicate to these methods what data should be collected concerning execution of the 

instrumented method, how this data should be processed or used, where the data should be 
sent or stored, etc. By this mechanism, after a class is loaded, but before execution begins, the 
plug-in instrument 27 A can be made aware of methods that are defined by the class, and the 
plug-in instrument can be made to act differently for different methods. 

25 FIGURE 9 illustrates a prototype 940 of the "classLoadEnd" method. This method is 

called by an instrumented class at the end of class initialization. The "classref parameter 942 
is a reference to the class reference object returned by the classLoadStart method, as 
described above. The call to classLoadEnd marks the end of the class load events. Further 
calls to the instrument object will be only method call events. 

30 FIGURE 10 illustrates a prototype 1000 of the "methodEntry" method. This method 

is called by a modified class at the start of each instrumented method. The "classref 
parameter 1002 is a reference to the class reference object returned by the classLoadStart 
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method. The "methodref ' parameter 1004 is a reference to the object returned by the 
defMethod method. If the instrumented method is an instance method, the "instance" 
parameter 1006 is a reference to "this". Otherwise, the "instance" parameter 1006 is null. The 
"args" parameter 1008 contains a number of arguments passed to the wrapper method. 

5 The methodEntry method can return a methodEntry object. If the methodEntry 

method returns a null value, the reportArg and methodExit methods will not be called. Thus, 
the methodEntry method can choose to forgo having the reportArg and methodExit methods 
called. The design of this object is left to the designer of the plug-in instrument. A reference 
to this object will be passed to the reportArg, methodException and methodExit methods. 

10 FIGURE 10 illustrates a prototype 1 020 of the "reportArg" method. If argument 

reporting is selected and the methodEntry method does not return null, the reportArg method 
is called by a modified class once per argument. The reportArg method is called after the 
methodEntry method returns. The "context" parameter 1022 is a reference to the 
methodEntry object returned by the methodEntry method. The "classref ' parameter 1024 is a 

is reference to the class reference object returned by the classLoadStart method. The 

"methodref parameter 1026 is a reference to the object returned by the defMethod method. 
The "argNumber" parameter 1028 contains 1 for the first argument, 2 for the second 
argument, etc. 

The "methodArg" parameter 1030 contains the argument being passed to the 
20 instrumented method. The reportArg method is overloaded for the "methodArg" parameter. 
In other words, the reportArg method has five definitions. In one definition, the "methodArg" 
parameter is typed as int; in another definition, the "methodArg" parameter is typed as 
boolean; and in other definitions, the "methodArg" parameter is typed as byte, char and short, 
respectively. 

25 FIGURE 10 illustrates a prototype 1040 of the "methodExit" method. If the 

methodEntry method does not return null, the methodExit method is called by a modified 
class at the end of each instrumented method. The "context" parameter 1042, "classref 
parameter 1044 and "methodref parameter 1046 are the same as described with reference to 
the reportArg method, above. The "result" parameter 1048 contains the return value of the 

30 renamed original method. As with the reportArg method, the methodExit method is 
overloaded for the "result" parameter. 
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Variations on the methodEntry method are possible. For example, FIGURE 1 1 
illustrates a prototype 1 100 of an optional "methodEntryOneArg" method. If the hookMethod 
method returned "HQ0K_WITH_ARG1" indicating that the method was to be instrumented 
and only the first argument was to be reported, instead of calling the methodEntry and 

5 reportArg methods, the instrumented class would call the methodEntryOneArg method. The 
first three parameters of this method are the same as for the methodEntry method, described 
above. The "selectedArg" parameter 1 102 contains the selected argument. If more than one 
argument is to be reported, variations on the methodEntryOneArg method can be defined. For 
example, a "methodEntryTwoArg" method could be defined with "selectedArg 1" and 

10 "selected Arg2" parameters, by which the selected parameters could be passed. 

FIGURE 1 1 illustrates a prototype 1 120 of the "methodException" method. This 
method is called by a modified class if an exception is thrown by the renamed original 
method. The first three parameters of this method are the same as for the reportArg method, 
described above. The "e" parameter 1 122 represents the exception thrown by the original 
1 5 renamed method. 

Events Occurring at Class-Load Time 

A Java virtual machine (VJM) includes a class loader, and an application server 
invokes this class loader to load one or more classes. Most application servers, such as the 
WebLogic Platform from BEA Systems, Inc. San Jose, CA, include a class load hook, which 

20 can be used to execute a user-specified class before the JVM class loader loads a normal 
class. Depending on the application server, one might have to specify a name of the user- 
specified class and/or set a property when starting the application server to notify the 
application server to execute a user-specified class when loading normal classes. The 
application server might define an interface, and the user-specified class might implement 

25 this interface to communicate with the application server. Thus, the user-specified class can 
be provided with an opportunity to read and modify a class file as it is being given to the 
class loader. By this mechanism, the BIC instrumentation tool 26 can modify classes as they 
are being loaded. 

As previously mentioned, the <clinit> method calls the getHook method when an 
30 instrumented class is loaded. FIGURE 12 illustrates a prototype 1200 of the "getHook" 

method. The <clinit> method obtains literal strings from the class's constants pool to pass as 
parameters to the getHook method. These literal strings were stored in the constants pool by 

-24- 



Hewlett-Packard Company Attorney Docket No. 10017133-1 

Express Mail Label: EV324846717US 

the instrumentation tool 38 from values returned by hookClass, as described above. The 
"className" parameter 1202 contains the name of the instrumented class. The "classKind" 
parameter 1204 contains the classKind parameter passed back to the instrumentation tool 38 
by the hookClass method 33 via the getHookArg parameter. The "clientName" parameter 
5 1206 is a property key whose value should be the name of a class that is to be loaded and is to 
implement the ExecCallback interface 36. The "clientVersion" parameter 1208 is another 
string supplied by the hookClass method. The "interfaceVersion" parameter 1210 is used to 
detect incompatible versions of the instrumentation tool 38 and the class that defines the 
getHook method. 

10 The getHook method returns an ExecCallback object, which implements the 

ExecCallback interface, i.e. the getHook method returns a plug-in instrument. As previously 
mentioned, this object can be created by the getHook method, or the getHook method can use 
a factory object to create the ExecCallback object. 

The <clinit> method calls several methods, including classLoadStart, defMethod and 
15 classLoadEnd, as previously described. For completeness, FIGURES 13A-D contain a listing 
of an exemplary null plug-in instrument class 1300. This listing can be used as a template for 
writing useful plug-in instrumentation classes. 

Events Occurring At Method Call Time 

As previously described with reference to FIGURE 7, when an instrumented method 
20 is called, control passes to the corresponding wrapper method. The wrapper method calls the 
methodEntry method and optionally the reportArg method for each argument. Alternatively, 
the wrapper method calls one of the variations on the methodEntry method, such as 
methodEntryOneArg. Within a try-catch block, the wrapper method calls the renamed 
original method. If the renamed original method throws an exception, the wrapper method 
25 catches it and calls the methodException method. After the methodException method returns, 
the wrapper method throws the exception. If the renamed original method returns, the 
wrapper method saves the value returned by the renamed original method in a local variable. 
If the methodEntry method returned a non-null object, the wrapper method calls the 
methodExit method, passing the value returned by the renamed original method. Upon return 
30 from the methodExit method, the wrapper method returns the value returned by the renamed 
original method. 
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Alternative and Optional Embodiments 

If the instrumented class does not include a <clinit> method, and the instrumented 
class implements the Serializable interface, a different mechanism is used to load the plug-in 
instrument object. Each class has a serial VersionUID, which is calculated from various 

5 aspects of the class, including the presence of a <clinit> method. So, adding a <clinit> 

method to a class modifies the class's serialVersionUID. The serialVersionUID is, however, 
used to identify a class when it requests a remote method invocation (RMI). So, 
instrumenting a class that requests an RMI can lead to a mismatch between an instrumented 
class's serialVersionUID and the serialVersionUID expected by the remote method. For 

10 classes that do not include a <clinit> method, but that implement the Serializable interface, 
the instrumentation tool 38 does not add <clinit> methods. Instead, a conditional call 
to$BIP$installHook is made at the entry of each modified method, as shown at 734 (FIGURE 
7). However, for instrumented classes that include a <clinit> method or that do not implement 
the Serializable interface, this conditional call is preferably omitted, and the wrapper method 

15 assumes that a suitable plug-in instrument was created during class initialization. 

Instead of wrapping instrumented methods, classes can be modified by inserting 
bytecodes, constants, labels, etc. into the instrumented classes methods directly, so 
methodEntry, reportArg, methodException and methodExit are called from within the 
instrumented methods. Of course, offsets would have to be corrected to account for the 

20 inserted code, etc. This can be done using well-known techniques. Some existing bytecodes, 
such as jumps, might have to be changed as a result of the inserted bytecodes. The 
instrumented code should be enclosed within a try-catch block. Some of the bytecodes in the 
original method might have to be changed as a result of their now being within the try-catch 
block. These bytecodes could be changed to be ones that a compiler would have produced, if 

25 the oringinal source code had included an encompassing try-catch block. Since methods can 
have more than one exit location, calls to methodExit could be inserted at these locations, so 
the methodExit method would be called no matter how the method exits. 

Instead of using interfaces (HookControl and ExecCallback), abstract classes could be 
used, as is well-known in the art. 
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ARM Synthesis 

As discussed above, transaction monitoring agents according to the teachings of the 
invention allow instrumentation of selected methods of software components without 
modifying their associated source codes. The instrumentation can be implemented to 

5 generate selected metrics regarding the performance of the instrumented methods. One such 
metric relates to the response time associated with execution of a method of a software 
component. In some embodiments of the invention, the instrumentation code generates data 
regarding the response time of an instrumented method by invoking an Application Response 
Measurement (ARM) protocol that was first developed as ARM 1.0 version by Hewlett- 

10 Packard Compnay and Tivoli in 1996. Subsequently, ARM 2 and ARM 3.0 and ARM 4.0 
versions were developed by a consortium of vendors and end-users. 

The ARM protocol allows measuring a unit of work, which can be any sensitive 
transaction or a component of a sensitive transaction. More particularly, the ARM protocol 
provides an interface through which business applications and management applications can 

15 cooperatively measure the response time and status of transactions executed by these 
applications. For example, with reference to FIGURE 14, an exemplary application 42, 
which can be, for example, a client or a server application, can call an ARM interface 44 
when a selected transaction, for example, a method within the application, starts and when 
that transaction stops. The ARM interface 44 keeps track of the time elapsed between the 

20 start and the end of the transaction. The ARM interface can further transmit this timing data 
to a management agent 46 for analysis and reporting. 

Traditionally, the use of ARM API calls within applications has required modification 
of the application's source code, which can be time-consuming and cumbersome and in some 
cases impossible. As discussed below, the present invention provides methods and systems 
25 that allow synthesizing ARM calls within selected methods of software components of 
interest without modifying the source codes associated with these methods. 

The ARM 3.0 API protocol employs a method, referred to as newARMTranDefinition 
in the interface ArmDefinitionFactory, that provides three parameters, namely, a transaction 
type identifier, an application name, and a transaction name, for identifying a transaction for 
30 which ARM calls are issued. 

The present invention provides additional transaction definitions, some of which are 
incorporated in ARM 4.0 protocol, by defining "attributes," also herein referred to as 
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"properties," as key-value pairs. Both the key and the value can be arbitrary strings to 
accommodate a full description of various entities. For example, one preferred embodiment 
of the invention defines the following transaction definition interface, herein referred to as 
ExtendedTranDefinition, that extends the standard ArmTranDefinition interface: 

5 

public interface ExtendedTranDefinition 
extends ArmTranDefinition { 
public void set Attribute ( String key, String value); 
public String get Attribute (String key); 

10 

; 

The attributes can generally be divided into component-level and method-level 
attributes. All transaction types arising from a given software component can have the same 

15 component-level attributes but different method-level attributes. 

One attribute provided by an ARM protocol according to the invention allows 
distinguishing a "client-side" transaction from a "server-side" transaction. This attribute is 
referred to as the "Role" attribute that defines a "client-side" transaction as having a 
"requester" role in the software component interaction, and a "server-side" transaction as 

20 having a "responder" role. 

Another attribute, herein referred to as componentKind, provides information 
regarding the type of software component from which ARM API calls are issued. More 
specifically, the componentKind attribute can identify the technology within which the 
respective component is implemented, and can further identify the classification of that 

25 component within that technology. In general, components of the same kind can be expected 
to have some common implementation, instrumentation, and methods. For example, in J2EE 
application servers, the componentKind attribute can identify the software component as a 
servlet, a JSP, a stateless session EJB, a stateful session EJB, a container-managed entity 
EJB, a bean-managed entity EJB, or a JDBC or other software component of interest. 

30 Other defined attributes include a componentName that provides a reference name for 

a software component of interest, and a methodName attribute that provides a reference name 
for a method or a function associated with the software component. Further, a 
methodSignature attribute can be defined to distinguish Java methods having identical names. 
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For J2EE software components, the componentName attribute can be a fully qualified 
class name, that is, including the package name. For EJBs, this class name can be that of the 
remote interface, and for servlets and JSPs, it can be the implementation class or a canonical 
transformation of the implementation class name, e.g., name mangling. For JDBC, the 

5 componentName can be the JDBC interface, and possibly the driver's name. 

Those having ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that attributes other than those 
recited above can also be defined. For example, a deploymentName attribute can be 
optionally defined to provide a user-defined name associated with a software component, or 
an applicationName can be defined to provide a reference name for the application that 

10 contains a software component of interest. 

The incorporation of ARM API calls into selected methods of software components of 
interest can be accomplished by a transaction monitoring agent of the invention by employing 
the BIC tool 26 or the BIP tool 38 described above (See FIGURES 2 and 3). More 
specifically, the BIC tool or the BIP tool can be utilized to insert instrumentation code or 

15 hooks into selected methods of the software components of interest without a need for 
modifying the associated source code. These hooks can in turn invoke ARM calls for 
monitoring, e.g., measuring the response time, of the instrumented method. 

By way of example, with reference to FIGURE 15, a method of a wrapper class C 
that has been instrumented according to the teachings of the invention to include hooks for 

20 invoking ARM calls will be registered with an ARM agent 48 that implements the ARM 
protocol functionality. The registration of the instrumented method can be accomplished by 
utilizing a set of attributes, such as those described above, that would uniquely identify the 
instrumented method to the ARM agent 48. The instrumentation code, during execution of 
the instrumented method, will call the ExecCallback interface 36. In response to such a call, 

25 the ExecCallback interface 36 will communicate with the ARM agent 48 to generate an ARM 
transaction object. For example, immediately prior to starting an instrumented method or 
function in class C\ the ExecCallBack interface can communicate with the ARM agent 48 to 
invoke an ARM start ( ) method that allows the ARM transaction object to save a start time 
marker (timestamp). Further, immediately after the transaction ends, an ARM stop ( ) 

30 method is invoked to save a stop time marker (timestamp). The start and step time markers 
can then be utilized to determine the response time of the instrumented method or function. 
More particularly, upon invocation of the start ( ) method, the ARM agent can initiate a 
transaction record corresponding to the transaction initiating the call, and upon invocation of 
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the stop ( ) method, the ARM agent can complete the transaction record. As discussed in 
more detail below, the transaction record can be transmitted to a measurement server for 
analysis, presentation to a user, and/or storage in a database. 

By way of example and only for further illustration and elucidation of the teachings of 
the invention for synthesizing ARM calls in a method of a software component of interest, 
consider the exemplary instrumentation of a doGet method of an exemplary servlet, herein 
referred to as "ExamplesServlet": 

private static ExecCallback $BIP$hook; 
private static Object $BIP$ref_C; 
private static Object $BlP$ref_M0; 

private static void $BfP$installHook() { 
$BEP$hook = ExecFactory.getHook("ExamplesServlet", "bip 3.0.0"); 
$BIP$ref_C = $BfP$hook.classLoadStart("ExamplesServlet", null, 1); 
$BIP$ref_M0 = $BIP$hook.defMethod($BfP$ref_C, "doGet(...)V;"); 
$BIP$hook.classLoadEnd($BIP$ref_C); 

} 

public void doGet(HttpServletRequest request, 
HttpServletResponse response) 
throws IOException 

{ 

Object object; 
Throwable throwable; 
if($BIP$hook==null) 

$BIP$installHook(); 
object = $BfP$hook.methodEntry($BfP$ref_C, $BfP$ref_M0, this, request, 
response); 
try{ 

$BIP$doGet(request, response); // call original method 

} 

catch (Throwable throwable) { 

$BIP$hook.methodException(object, $BEP$ref_C, SBIPSrefJVIO, 
throwable); 

throw throwable; 

if (object !=null) 

$BIP$hook.methodExit(object, $BlP$ref_C, $BIP$ref_M0); 

return; 

} 

The above exemplary code illustrates that a static method, herein referred to as 
$BIP$installHook, is generated, and is called from the servlet class initialization code when 
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the class is loaded before any other class initialization takes place. Alternatively, this method 
is called from conditional code at the start of each wrapper method. The installHook ( ) 
method first installs the hook object by calling a static hook factory method getHook. Then, 
using the installed hook object, it describes the class being loaded by a sequence of calls. 
5 The first hook call is to ClassLoadStart, and the last is to classLoadEnd. In between, there is 
a call to defMethod to generate a identifier for the instrumented doGet method. In preferred 
embodiments, an identifier associated with an instrumented method is generated once, rather 
than with each invocation of the method. 

In the above exemplary instrumented doGet method, the original method doGet has 
10 been renamed as $BIP$doGet, but is otherwise unchanged. More specifically, the transaction 
initiated by the doGet method of the servlet is instrumented by providing methodEntry () and 
methodExit ( ) calls to the ExecCallback interface immediately prior to the invocation of the 
doGet method and immediately after its termination. The body of the doGet method, 
however, remains unchanged. That is, the doGet method has been renamed and wrapped 
15 between calls to ExecCallback without being internally modified. Thus, the instrumentation 
is accomplished in a manner that is entirely transparent to the servlet. Further, exception 
handling is incorporated into the instrumented servlet to ensure proper error handling in case 
a platform on which the servlet is running does not provide access to an ARM agent. 

The call to methodEntry( ) in the above exemplary instrumented servlet invokes the 
20 ARM agent to save a start timestamp associated with the resumption of the execution of the 
doGet method, and the call to methodExit( ) invokes the ARM agent to save a stop timestamp 
associated with the completion of the doGet method. In this manner, the ARM agent can 
generate a record indicating the response time of the doGet method, namely, the time elapsed 
between the start and the completion of this method. 

25 With reference to FIGURE 16, the ARM agent 48 can transmit data, e.g., in the form 

of a record, indicative of the response time of an instrumented transaction to a transaction 
collector 48 that in turn can transmit the data to a measurement and analysis server 52 to be 
analyzed and presented to a user. More specifically, a transaction receptor 54 can receive the 
data from the transaction collector 50, and can forward the data to an analysis and 

30 presentation module 56. The module 56 can analyze the data to determine the response time 
corresponding to the instrumented transaction, and can present the analyzed data in a variety 
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of formats, described in more detail below, to a user. In addition, the analysis module 56 can 
store the data in a database 58. 

Correlation via Thread Local Storage 

5 In some cases, an instrumented transaction does not invoke, or is not invoked by, 

other transactions for processing a request. However, more commonly, an instrumented 
transaction monitored by a transaction monitoring agent of the invention can be a parent of a 
subsequent transaction or a child of a previous transaction. Hence, a chain of parent-child 
transactions can be present, each of which may be instrumented, for example, by insertion of 

10 ARM calls in its selected methods, as described above. In order to correlate the response 
time of a child transaction to that of its parent transaction, transaction monitoring systems of 
the invention employ correlators that can be passed from one transaction to another to ensure 
that the response times corresponding to related transactions can be cross correlated. 

A description of an implementation according to the teachings of the invention for 
15 passing correlators from one J2EE transaction to another will follow, and a corresponding 
discussion relating to COM objects will be provided further below. The J2EE standard 
defines a request context available to each Web facing component. It, however, does not 
provide any mechanism for propagating application context between Java methods other than 
by parameter passing or global variables. A transaction monitoring system of the invention, 
20 however, provides a mechanism for propagation of such application context among related 
Java methods, as described below. 

More particularly, a transaction monitoring system of the invention can convey 
context information, e.g., correlators, from one Java method invocation to another within a 
single thread of execution by storing this information in Java Thread Local storage (JTL). 
25 Moreover, context information corresponding to each level of interest in an application's 
dynamic chain of execution can be maintained by providing a "last-in-first-out" (LIFO) stack 
structure in the JTL, 

By way of example, with reference to FIGURE 17, a logical thread of execution 60 
can be initiated in an application server 62 in response to a request received from the web 
30 server 14. The logical thread 60 can include an initial instrumented transaction (herein 
referred to as Transaction A), which can be, for example, a Jpservice method of a JSP. 
Transaction A can in turn spawn a chain of child transactions. For example, the JSP can 
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invoke a servlet, which can in turn invoke a JDBC transaction. In this exemplary illustration, 
Transaction A is assumed to be the top level transaction that spawns two instrumented 
transactions B and C within the same logical thread of execution. In other words, 
transactions A, B, C are related as parent-child transactions within the same logical thread. 

5 Because Transaction A is instrumented in accordance with the teachings of the 

invention, it includes calls to the ARM agent 48 (FIGURES 5 and 6). In particular, the ARM 
agent 48 can be invoked by the ExecCallback interface 36 (FIGURES 2 and 3) at the start of 
the instrumented transaction A, as described above. Upon invocation, the ExecCallback 
interface 36 will access a JTL 64 associated with the logical thread 60 in order to obtain 

10 context information related to the Transaction A, and any other control information that may 
be needed to influence the behavior of subsequently invoked transactions, e.g., methods or 
software components. However, since Transaction A is the top level transaction in this 
exemplary transaction chain, the JTL 64 does not initially include such information. 
Accordingly, in preferred embodiments of the invention, the ExecCallback interface 36 will 

15 generate a correlator associated with Transaction A, and will store this correlator, herein 
referred to as correlator A, in one location of a stack associated with the JTL 64. 

The correlator A, and subsequently generated correlators associated with Transactions 
B and C described below, can include a number of fields, each of which provides selected 
context information regarding the respective transaction. With reference to FIGURE 18, in 
20 this exemplary embodiment, a correlator 66, e.g., the correlator A, includes a field 66a that 
identifies the top level transaction in a hierarchical transaction chain, and a second field 66b 
that identifies the parent of a current transaction. 

In one embodiment of the invention, the correlator includes 96 bytes for storing 
context information associated with a transaction in a binary format. It should, however, be 
25 understood that the correlator can have other lengths or other formats. 

For the top level correlator, the Top and Parent fields provide the same context 
information, namely, information related to the top level transaction. Alternatively, in this 
correlator, the parent transaction field can be a null field. 

Referring again to FIGURE 17, the exemplary Transaction A can invoke a child 
30 Transaction B that is also instrumented in accordance with the teachings of the invention. 
The correlator A stored in the JTL 64 will be accessed at an instrumentation point associated 
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with Transaction B, and further, a new correlator, herein referred to as correlator B, will be 
generated to identify Transaction B. The exemplary correlator B, shown schematically as 
correlator 68 in FIGURE 18, is stored in the stack associated with the JTL 64, and identifies 
Transaction A as the top level transaction and B as the parent transaction. 

5 Similarly, the invocation of Transaction C as the child of Transaction B in the logical 

thread 64 will result in generation of a correlator C, which is schematically depicted in 
FIGURE 18 as correlator 70. The exemplary correlator C identifies Transaction A as the top 
level transaction, and Transaction C as the parent transaction of Transaction C's children. 

Once a transaction in a transaction chain is completed, its respective correlator is 
10 removed from the JTL stack. In this example, correlators C, B, and A are removed from the 
JTL stack as Transactions C, B, and A terminate. In other words, upon invocation of a 
transaction, a correlator corresponding to that transaction is pushed onto the JTL stack, and 
upon termination of that transaction, the correlator is popped from the JTL stack. In other 
words, in this exemplary embodiment, the clearance of the JTL stack is achieved based on a 
15 Last-in-First-Out (LIFO) protocol. In this example, once Transaction A is completed, the 
JTL stack is completely cleared. Hence, a new invocation of Transaction A, for example, in 
response to another HTTP request, will result in generation of a new correlator. 

The passing of correlators from one instrumented transaction to another in a 
hierarchical transaction chain, as described above, allows the information obtained regarding 

20 these transactions to be cross correlated. This can advantageously provide additional levels 
of information, that is, a selected degree of granularity, regarding the performance, e.g., the 
time of completion, of the transactions measured at instrumentation points. For example, 
ARM calls associated with the exemplary Transaction A can provide information indicative 
of the response time of this transaction. This timing data regarding transaction A is formed at 

25 least in part by the response times associated with Transactions B and C, which are also 
measured by the instrumentation points corresponding to Transactions B and C. The 
correlators B and C indicate that Transaction A corresponds to the top level transaction of 
Tranasction B and C. Hence, the measured response time corresponding to Transactions B 
and C can be related to Transaction A. This allows determining, for example, the fraction of 

30 the time required for completion of Transaction A that corresponds to the time required for 
completion of Transaction B, or Transaction C This data may indicate, for example, that the 
response time of Transaction A is primarily determined by the response time associated with 
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Transaction B. Hence, "bottlenecks", namely, transactions that are responsible for a major 
portion of the time needed for completion of a parent or a top level transaction, can be 
identified. Similarly, the correlator C can be utilized to relate any timing data associated with 
Transaction C to its parent transaction, namely, Transaction B. 

5 By way of example, FIGURE 19 schematically depicts a record 72 that the ARM 

agent 48 (FIGURE 15) can generate for the above Transaction B. The exemplary record 72 
includes a field 72a that identifies the current transaction as Transaction B. Further, the 
ARM agent 48 can utilize the correlator 70 (FIGURE 18) associated with Transaction B to 
identify, in fields 72b and 72c, the parent and the top level transactions associated with this 

10 transaction as Transaction A. In addition, the record 72 can include a field 72d that specifies 
the time interval from the start until the completion of Transaction B. The record 72 can also 
include other fields, such as miscellaneous field 72e, for providing other desired information. 
For example, the record 72 can include a field that is indicative of the transaction type, e.g., a 
field storing URL associated with an HTTP request, another field that identifies a transaction 

15 instance, and another field that identifies the platform from which an HTTP request is 
received. Those having ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that a correlator suitable for 
use in the practice of the invention can include information other than that recited above. 

In the above example, the chain of transactions composed of Transactions A, B, and C 
was executed within a single logical thread. A hierarchical chain of transactions may, 
20 however, include transactions executing on different platforms, e.g., different application 
servers, and hence in different logical threads. In many embodiments of the invention, 
passing of correlators among such transactions executing on different platforms is 
accomplished by employing platform-specific technologies. 

25 Web Server Instrumentation 

The above discussion was substantially directed to instrumentation of Java software 
components running on an application server. In other aspects, the invention provides 
monitoring agents for deployment on web servers for defining a top level transaction 
originating from the web server and monitoring the time from start to completion associated 

30 with this transaction. By way of example, with reference to FIGURE 20, a monitoring agent 
74 according to the teachings of the invention deployed on the web server 14 can employ a 
variety of call backs provided by the web server, e.g., via one or more plug-in modules, 
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during processing of an HTTP request received from the browser 12 to monitor the 
performance, e.g., time to completion, of a transaction initiated by the request. For example, 
the monitoring agent 74 can register with the web server to receive a call back upon receipt of 
an HTTP request by the web server from the browser. The HTTP request can be in the form 
5 of a string that includes the URL of the requested resource including other information 
embedded, for example, in a query string. A set of user supplied classification rules can be 
employed to modify the HTTP string, for example, by eliminating a query string, to generate 
a transaction name for a transaction initiated by the request. 

Upon receiving a call-back from the web server indicating that a transaction has 
10 commenced, the monitoring agent 74 can register the transaction with the ARM agent 48, and 
invoke a start ( ) method of the ARM agent to generate a transaction record corresponding to 
this transaction and to save a start time marker. 

In addition, the monitoring agent 74 can generate a top-level correlator associated 
with the transaction that can be passed to other related transactions that are invoked by the 
15 web server, for example, on the application server 16 that is in communication with the web 
server, for performing selected business logic required for servicing the top-level transaction. 
Each transaction invoked by the web server can in turn generate its own correlator, for 
example, by utilizing a correlator corresponding to the top-level transaction or a correlator 
corresponding to a parent transaction, in a manner described in detail above. 

20 Upon completion of the transaction, the monitoring agent 74 can receive a call-back 

from the web server indicating that the transaction is completed. In response to this call- 
back, the monitoring agent can communicate with the ARM agent to invoke a stop ( ) method 
of the ARM agent for saving a stop time marker. 

With continued reference to FIGURE 20, the ARM agent 48 can transmit the record 
25 corresponding to the top-level transaction, including the start and stop time markers, to the 
measurement and analysis module 52. The analysis module 52 can utilize this information to 
calculate, and to present to a user, the time required for completion of the transaction. 
Further, the analysis module 52 can optionally save the transaction information to a database. 

The various HTTP requests received by the server can be classified into different 
30 categories. For example, one category or class can include all requests having the same 
query string. In some embodiments of the invention, a single report that indicates an average 
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time response associated with requests within a class is generated, rather than creating a 
separate report for each request within that class. In other words, the measured response time 
of all requests within a class are averaged, and this average value is reported as an 
approximate indicator of the response time associated with each request. This approach is 
5 particularly advantageous when the requests within a class are numerous. 

In some embodiments of the invention, a web browser from which a transaction is 
initiated can also be instrumented to provide information regarding the time elapsed between 
initiation of a transaction by the browser and completion of that transaction. 

Referring again to FIGURE 20, a client monitor 76 of the invention, for example, a 
10 JavaScript script, can be deployed on the browser 12. Upon transmission of a request from 
the web browser to the web server, the script can inform the web server of the presence of a 
client monitor on the browser. In response, the web server can transmit the top-level 
correlator to the browser, for example, in the form of a cookie. Further, the client monitor, 
i.e., the script, can start a clock when the request is transmitted to the web browser. Upon 
15 being informed by the web server that the transaction is completed, the client monitor can 
stop the clock, thereby generating a measure of the time required for completion of the 
transaction. Moreover, the browser can communicate with the analysis and measurement 
server to send information regarding the time needed for completion of the top-level 
transaction, together with the top-level correlator, thereto. 

20 In the above example, the chain of transactions composed of Transactions A, B, and C 

was executed within a single logical thread. In some other cases, however, the child of a 
parent transaction may execute in a different logical thread on the same or a different 
processor. For example, a hierarchical chain of transactions may include transactions 
executing on different platforms, e.g., different application servers, and hence in different 

25 logical threads. 

The present invention can utilize a variety of techniques to pass correlators between 
such transactions that execute in different logical threads. In some embodiments, Java's 
distributed computing capabilities, such as Remote Method Invocation (RMI), can be utilized 
to pass correlators between separate processes. As is known in the art, RMI allows objects 
30 that are executing on different platforms, or in different processes on the same platform, to 
communicate via remote method calls. 
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For example, RMI running over Internet Inter-Orb Protocol (HOP) can be utilized to 
pass correlators between different processes. In such implementations, a correlator 
associated with a parent transactions can be incorporated in a user extensible header of an 
HOP message to be transferred to a child transaction executing in a different process. The 
5 child transaction can parse the message header to extract the parent correlator. 

In other embodiments, Java Message Service (JMS), which support both point-to- 
point and publish/subscribe messaging models, can be employed to pass correlators between 
different processes. For example, a correlator can be incorporated in a properties header of a 
message that is transmitted from one instrumented transaction executing in one process to 
10 another instrumented transaction executing in a separate process. 

In another aspect, the invention provides monitoring agents deployed on web and 
application servers for monitoring the response time of one or more methods invoked in a 
web transaction in a multi-tier web transaction processing environment in which COM 
objects are utilized for performing, for example, business logic required for servicing the 

is transactions. As discussed in more detail below, such a transaction monitoring agent of the 
invention can intercept a request from a software component for creating a COM object. 
Upon interception of the request, the monitoring agent generates a COM object, herein 
referred to as a wrapper object, that can invoke methods of interest in the COM object whose 
creation was requested, herein also referred to as the wrapped object. The requesting 

20 software component, herein also referred to as a client, can be, for example, another COM 
object. The monitoring agent provides the client with a pointer that refers to the wrapper 
object, rather than the wrapped object, such that any request for invoking a method of the 
wrapped object would be implemented, in a manner described below, via the wrapper object. 
The wrapper object can further include instrumentation code that can cause an ARM agent, 

25 such as the one described above, to determine the response time of selected invoked methods 
of the wrapped object. 

By way of example, FIGURE 21 illustrates a multi-tier web architecture 21 10 in 
which a web server 2112, upon the receipt of an HTTP request from a browser 2114, 
generates an Active Server Page 2116. The generation of ASP may require creation of a 
30 COM object 21 18 on an application server 2120 to perform a selected business logic, for 
example, retrieving data from a database 2122 via a database server 2124. The exemplary 
application server 2120 further includes a monitoring agent 2126 according to the teachings 

-38- 



Hewlett-Packard Company Attorney Docket No. 10017133-1 

Express Mail Label: EV324846717US 

of the invention that can intercept the request from the web server 21 12 and can generate a 
wrapper object corresponding to the COM object 21 18 in a manner described below. The 
wrapper object masquerades as the COM object 21 18 to interact with the requesting 
component, for example, a proxy object 2128. 

5 With reference to FIGURE 22, in this example, the exemplary COM object 2118 

implements three interfaces, IUknown, IDispatch, and a third exemplary interface that is 
herein referred to as Exmple interface. It should be understood that these interfaces are 
presented only for illustration and elucidation of the salient features of this aspect of the 
invention, and are not intended to be limiting of the type and the number of interfaces that a 

10 COM object can implement. As known in the art, the exemplary COM object 2118 includes 
a pointer, commonly referred to as vtable, that refers to a representation 2130 of its 
implemented interfaces. The representation 2130, herein also referred to as interface 2130 
with the understanding that it can represent more than one implemented interface of the 
object 2118, includes a plurality of virtual functions associated with the three interfaces of the 

15 object 2118. Each virtual function is a pointer to a code that includes instructions for 
executing that function. The functions numbered 0, 1, and 2 are common to the three 
interfaces while the functions numbered 3-6 are associated with the IDispatch interface. The 
Exmple interface includes a function "foo", numbered as function 7, and can further include 
other functions (not shown). 

20 With reference to FIGURES 21 and 23, the monitoring agent 2126, upon interception 

of a request for creation of the object 2118, generates a wrapper object 2132 corresponding to 
the object 2118. The wrapper object 2132 implements a universal interface 2134, common to 
all wrapper objects generated in accordance with the teachings of the invention, that includes 
a plurality of virtual functions, each of which refers to a set of instructions for implementing 

25 that function. In this example, the universal interface 2134 includes 1024 virtual functions, a 
size selected based on the observation that an interface of a COM object to be wrapped is 
unlikely to include more than 1024 entries. However, those having ordinary skill in the art 
will appreciate that other sizes can be employed for a universal interface in accordance with 
the teachings of the invention. 

30 The instructions associated with each of the virtual functions of the universal interface 

2134 includes a load instruction for loading a number corresponding to the number of that 
function in the universal interface and a jump instruction for jumping to instructions 
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corresponding to a method, herein referred to as Precalllnterceptor (Precalll), which is 
described in more detail below. For example, exemplary pseudocodes corresponding to 
functions 3 and 7 load numbers 3 and 7, respectively, and subsequently jump to the Precalll 
method. As discussed in more detail below, the Precalll method can then call the original 
5 function by reference to the interface representation of the original object. 

More particularly, with continued reference to FIGURE 23, the wrapper object 2132 
further includes a pointer 2136 pointing to the original (wrapped) object 2118, and a data 
structure, herein referred to as Type Info, that stores information regarding all methods of an 
interface of the original object 2118. For example, the Type Info data structure can include 
10 the type and the number of arguments of each of these methods. The Typelnfo is generated 
the first time the interface is called, and can be utilized for future calls to the interface. 
Further, the methods of the interface are registered with the ARM agent as ARM transaction 
types the first time the interface is called. 

By way of example, a client may invoke the foo method associated with the Exmple 
15 interface of the object 2118. The request for the invocation of the foo method, namely, 

function number 7 in the Exmple interface associated with the COM object 2118, is directed 
to the wrapper object 2132 because, as discussed above, the client is provided with a pointer 
that points to the wrapper object 2132 rather than the original object 2118. Because the 
virtual function associated with the foo method is entry number 7 in the interface 2130 
20 associated with the object 2118, the wrapper object invokes the virtual function 

corresponding to the entry number 7 in the universal interface 2134 that points to the code 
that invokes the PreCalll method and passes 7 as the method number thereto. The PreCalll 
method can determine the type and the size of each argument of method number 7, namely, 
the foo method, via the Typelnfo data structure of the wrapper object 2132. Hence, the 
25 Precalll function can determine the number of bytes on the client's stack that correspond to 
the arguments of the foo method. The PreCalll can utilize this information to call the foo 
method by employing the pointer in the wrapper object to the original object to access the 
vtable and utilize the virtual function associated with entry number 7 in the interface of the 
original object to discover the code for the foo method. 

30 More specifically, with reference to FIGURE 24, as shown in an exemplary 

pseudocode associated with the PreCalll function, initially the number and the type of 
arguments associated with the method number 7, namely, the foo method, are determined. 

-40- 



Hewlett-Packard Company Attorney Docket No. 10017133-1 

Express Mail Label: EV32484671 7US 

Prior to executing the foo method, a call is made to an ARM agent, for example, the ARM 
agent 48 described above, to generate a transaction record including a start time marker 
associated with the foo method. The instructions associated with the foo method are then 
executed. Upon completion of the execution of the foo method, another call is made to the 
5 ARM agent to generate a stop time marker associated with the foo method. The start and 
stop time markers can then be employed, for example, by a measurement and analysis 
module (e.g., module 52 of FIGURE 6 above) that is in communication with the ARM agent 
to calculate a response time associated with the execution of the foo method. 

The foo method can return a value to the client via an address pointer referring to the 
10 address of the return value. The return value can be in some cases another COM object. In 
such cases, the return COM object can be accessed via its address pointer, and a wrapper 
COM object corresponding to the return COM object can be generated in a manner described 
above. 

In some embodiments of the invention, all COM objects requested by a client are 
15 wrapped to generate corresponding wrapper objects. In some other embodiments of the 
invention, a pre-defined policy is utilized to wrap selected COM objects. Such a policy can 
be stored, for example, in the form of a table in the system's registry. In some embodiments, 
such policy tables can be indexed by interface ID's (IID), class ID's, or program ID's to 
identify, for example, COM interfaces for which wrapping is not required. For example, a 
20 COM object may not be wrapped if there is a risk that the corresponding wrapper object may 
cause the system to behave in an unstable fashion. In general, a proxy object, a COM object 
that belongs to an MTS (Microsoft transaction server) package, or a COM* object are 
wrapped. 

As discussed above, a transaction monitoring agent of the invention intercepts a 
25 request from a client for generating a COM object, and in response, it creates a wrapper 
object corresponding to the COM object for which the request was made. In preferred 
embodiments of the invention, the interception of the request is performed by "hooking" of 
appropriate system functions that are included in the system's dynamic link library (dll), e.g., 
01e32.dll or mtxex.dll. The term "hooking" or "patching" of a system function, as used 
30 herein, refers to inserting one or more code segments in a code associated with the system 
function in order to cause performance of a selected task, for example, generating a wrapper 
object. The system functions that are typically hooked by a method of invention for 
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generating COM wrapper objects include, e.g., Colnitialize, CoInitializeEx, Olelnitialize, 
CoAddRefServerProcess, CoCopyProxy, CoCreatelnstance, CoCreatelnstanceEx, 
CoGetCallContext, CoGetClassObject, CoGetlnstanceFromFile, 
CoGetlnstanceFromlStorage, CoGetlnterfaceAndReleaseStream, GetObjectContext (NT 
5 only), CoGetObjectContext (W2K only), CoImpersonateClient, CoInitializeSecurity, 
CoMarshallnterThreadlnterfacelnStream, CoMarshallnterface, CoRegisterClassObj ect, 
CoReleaseServerProcess, CoRevertToSelf, CoRevokeClassObject, CoSetProxyBlanket, 
CoUninitialize, CoUnmarshallnterface, OleUninitialize 

By way of example, consider the invocation of the CoCreatelnstance, supplied by 
10 01e32.dll, by a COM program run by a client for generating a COM object. FIGURE 25 
schematically depicts that CoCreatelnstance includes binary code 2136 that can be loaded 
into memory for execution. The system provides a hook, namely, a string designated 
Applnit_dll stored in the system registry, in the context of any COM program that employs 
user32.dll dynamic link library. This hook can be utilized by a monitoring agent of the 
15 invention for hooking the CoCreatelnstance function as described below. For example, a 
monitoring agent of the invention can write the name of a dynamic link library, herein 
referred to as OvCom.dll, provided by the monitoring agent and stored in the required system 
directory, to the AppInit_DLL string. This causes the system to load OvCom.dll in the COM 
program utilizing the CoCreatelnstance, as shown schematically in FIGURE 25. The 
20 OvCom.dll executes prior to the execution of CoCreatelnstance to patch the code 2136 
associated with CoCreatelnstance in the following manner. 

With reference to FIGURE 26, in this exemplary embodiment, 10 initial bytes of the 
code associated with the CoCreatelnstance function are replaced with a jump Qmp) 
instruction to a function supplied by the OvCom.dll, herein, referred to 

25 OVTACoCreatelnstance, schematically depicted in FIGURE 27. The 10 bytes of the 

CoCreatelnstance function that have been replaced can include all and/or part of each of a 
plurality of instructions. Hence, prior to overwriting the initial 10 bytes by the jump 
instruction, those instructions of the CoCreatelnstance function that are wholly or partially 
included in these 10 bytes, are copied to a data area 2138. Further, a jump instruction is 

30 included in the data area 2138, after the copied instructions, that refers to an instruction in the 
CoCreatelnstance function immediately following the last copied instruction. For example, 
in this exemplary illustration, the XXX, YYY, and ZZZ instructions include 12 bytes. 
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Hence, prior to inserting the jump instruction to OVTACoCreatelnstance function, these 
instructions are copied to the data area 2138. Further, the a jmp instruction is included after 
the copied instructions in the data area 2138 to refer back to the CoCreatelnstance function, 
or more specifically, to the instruction AAA following the ZZZ instrunction in the 
5 CoCreatelnstance function. 

FIGURE 27 provides an exemplary illustration of OVTACoCreatelnstance function 
to which the same parameters as those associated with the CoCreatelnstance, namely, 
parameters A, B, and C, are passed. The OVTACoCreatelnstance function calls the 
CoCreatelnstance, via instructions stored in the data area 2138, to generate a COM object, 
10 requested by the client, referenced, for example, by parameter B. It accesses the generated 
COM object via parameter B, and wraps the COM object to generate a wrapper object, such 
as those described above. Subsequently, it sets parameter B to refer to the wrapper object, 
and returns B to the original caller, namely, the client that requested the COM object. 

As discussed above, patching of the code associated with the CoCreatelnstance 
15 function requires insertion of a jump instruction in the code by overwriting a selected number 
of bytes, for example, ten bytes. Prior to the insertion of the jump instruction, those 
instructions in the original code associated with the CoCreatelnstance that will be corrupted 
by insertion of the jump instruction are copied to an allocated data area. However, the 
number of bytes that need to be copied may be more than the number of bytes associated with 
20 the inserted jump instruction because the inserted bytes may not necessarily terminate at a 
boundary between two instructions. For example, the last byte associated with a 10 byte long 
inserted jump instruction may overwrite the first byte of a three-byte instruction of the 
original code associated with the CoCreatlnstance function. In such a case, 12 bytes, rather 
than 10, need to be copied to the data area. Hence, in preferred embodiments, a monitoring 
25 agent of the invention decodes the bytes of the original code of the CoCreatelnstance to be 
overwritten to determine the instructions to which they correspond in order to determine the 
number of bytes that will be copied to the data area. Such a decoding of the bytes is of 
particular value in cases in which the system's processor architecture provides instructions 
with varying sizes. 

30 In one embodiment of the invention, the decoding of the bytes can be accomplished 

by generating a table having 256 entries, each of which corresponds to one value of a single 
byte. The first byte of the instruction set is then checked against the table. The table may 
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then directly indicate the length of an instruction associated with that byte, or may provide a 
reference to an algorithm that can determine the instruction length based on the format of the 
instruction set of a processor of interest. The determined length can then be utilized to access 
the opcode of the next instructions, and the above procedure can be iterated to determine the 
5 lengths of each of a minimum number of instructions whose collective length is at least a 
selected number of bytes, for example, 10 bytes in this exemplary embodiment. 

In some cases, a method of a COM object invoked to perform a selected business 
logic may invoke methods of other COM objects within a single thread of execution to 
request performance of selected tasks, e.g., obtaining data from a database. Hence, a 

10 hierarchical chain of dependency among a plurality of COM objects can be created in which 
each COM object is a parent and/or a child of another COM object. For example, with 
reference to FIGURE 28, an exemplary COM object 2140, which is instrumented by a 
wrapper object 2140a, can spawn a child COM object 2142, which is instrumented by a 
wrapper object 2142a. The COM object 2142 in turn invokes, via its wrapper object 2142a, 

15 another COM object 2144, which is also instrumented by a wrapper object 2144a. 

In this exemplary embodiment of the invention, context information in the form of 
correlators is passed among the chain of objects 2140a-2144a by storing the correlators in a 
thread local storage (TLS) associated with the single thread of execution. Initially, the object 
40a accesses the TLS to obtain a correlator. However, because in this exemplary chain of 

20 transactions, object 2140a represents a top level transaction, initially no correlator is present 
in the TLS. When the object 2140a is invoked in response to a web-based application, object 
2140a can employ a cookie transmitted by the application as its parent correlator. In 
addition, upon invocation of the start () method of the ARM agent, a correlator associated 
with the object 2140a will be generated and stored in the TLS. Subsequently, the object 

25 2142a, upon accessing the TLS, will obtain this stored correlator and will use it as its parent 
correlator. In addition, a new correlator corresponding to the instrumented transaction 
associated with the object 2142a will be generated, for example, upon invocation of the start() 
method of the ARM agent. The correlator corresponding to the object 2142a will be stored in 
another location of a stack associated with the thread local storage. Similarly, invocation of 

30 the object 2144a will result in generation of a new correlator that will be also stored in the 
TLS stack. In general, the correlators are stored in the stack based on a Last-in-First-Out 

-44- 



Hewlett-Packard Company Attorney Docket No. 10017133-1 

Express Mail Label: EV324846717US 

(LIFO) protocol. As each transaction is completed, its corresponding correlator is popped 
from the stack. 

In some cases, an instrumented COM object may invoke another instrumented COM 
object executing in a different process either on the same platform or on a different platform. 

5 For example, with reference to FIGURE 29, a COM object A executing on a platform 2146 
can call another COM object executing on a separate platform 2148. The passing of a 
correlator between the object A and the object B can be accomplished by utilizing a hooking 
mechanism as described below. For example, an IChannelhook object can be generated on 
each of the platforms 2146 and 2148 to intercept an outgoing call 2150, an incoming call 

10 2152, an outgoing return call 2154, and an incoming return call 2156. The IChannelhook 
object can include four methods, each of which performs tasks associated with one of these 
interceptions. For example, the IChannelhook object executing on the platform 2146 can 
register, for example, via CoRegisterChannelHook, to intercept the outgoing call 2150 from 
the object A to the object B. 

15 Upon interception of the outgoing call 2150, a correlator 2158 associated with the 

object A can be added to a data payload 2160 that is transmitted from the object A to the 
object B. The IChannelHook object executing on the platform 2148 will inspect the 
incoming payload at the incoming call interception point 2152, and will extract the correlator 
2158, if present in the payload. The object B will utilize this correlator as its parent 

20 correlator, and it will further generate its own correlator. Upon completion of the transaction 
associated with the object B, the correlator associated with B will be popped from the stack, 
and data generated by the object B in response to the call from object A will be sent back to 
the object A. The IChannelhook object executing on the platform 2148 will intercept the 
return payload at the outgoing return call point 2154, and will add the original correlator 2158 

25 to the return payload. In some alternative embodiments of the invention, the original 
correlator 2158 is not added to the return payload. 

The present application is related to the following commonly owned U.S. 
Patent Applications, all of which are hereby incorporated by reference herein in their entirety: 
U.S. Patent Application entitled "USING INTERCEPTORS AND OUT-OF-BAND DATA 
30 TO MONITOR THE PERFORMANCE OF JAVA 2 ENTERPRISE EDITION (J2EE) 

APPLICATIONS," filed concurrently herewith under Attorney Docket No. 10017134-1; U.S. 
Patent Application entitled "USE OF THREAD-LOCAL STORAGE TO PROPAGATE 
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APPLICATION CONTEXT IN JAVA 2 ENTERPRISE EDITION (J2EE) 
APPLICATIONS," filed concurrently herewith under Attorney Docket No. 20031 1221-1; 
U.S. Patent Application entitled "INSTRUMENTING JAVA CODE BY MODIFYING 
BYTECODES," filed concurrently herewith under Attorney Docket No. 10017135-1; and 
5 U.S. Patent Application entitled "SYNTHESIZING APPLICATION RESPONSE 

MEASUREMENT (ARM) INSTRUMENTATION," filed concurrently herewith under 
Attorney Docket No. 10017138-1. 

While various embodiments of the present invention have been described above, it 
should be understood that they have been presented by way of example only, and not 
io limitation. Thus, the breadth and scope of the present invention should not be limited by any 
of the above-described exemplary embodiments, but should be defined only in accordance 
with the following claims and their equivalents. 

What is claimed is: 
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